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MCNAE CHAPTERS 17, 18, 19 and 20
1. What is the difference between libel and slander?

2. Give the four main definitions of a defamatory statement.

3. What is the meaning, in defamation, of the terms “inference” and “innuendo”?

4. An individual can sue for libel - but can a corporation? And can a local authority?

5. What must the claimant be able to prove in order to bring a libel case?

6. Explain briefly – with reference to the Banbury CID case -  why a person might be able to sue for libel even though they’ve not been named or identified. 
7. Explain the libel dangers of juxtaposition – for instance, of words and pictures.

8. What is the implication for broadcasters of the “Section 1” defence “innocent dissemination”? What are the criteria for gaining this defence?
9. How does Section 1 apply to internet service providers?
10. What is the basis of the defence of justification? What must we be able to do in order to sucessfully plead this defence?

11. What defence protects us from a defamation action when an opinion has been expressed rather than a fact alleged? What are the key criteria for gaining this defence?
12. Why might malice undermine the above defence?

13. What type of Privilege do we, as journalists, have for a fair, accurate and contemporaneous report of court proceedings in the UK?
14. What, in practice, does this mean we must do when reporting an on-going  criminal trial.
15. Give three examples of circumstances where we might gain Qualified Privilege.

16. What crtieria must your story fulfill in order to try to obtain the “Reynolds” defence?

