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Q. 3

The danger here is one of contempt – the story could prejudice the mens’ case. By saying “the three” in the third para we are implying that these are the same three men who were caught in the supermarket. 

Q. 4 

a) Proceedings are now active because of the arrest/charge, so continuing to publish the police warning of violence could create a substantial risk of serious prejudice. Photos of the man could do the same if identification is an issue because it could affect an ID parade and what witnesses say about ID in evidence. The report should be made unavailable to the public until case ceases to be active.

b) He can’t successfully sue as the paper has qualified privilege for a fair and accurate report, published without malice, of material issued for public information by the police. This protection is subject to a reasonable statement of explanation/contradiction being published if requested. 

Q.9
It’s defamatory to suggest a person is insolvent and we have no privilege in libel law  unless the person has filed their own bankruptcy petition (thus “admitting” it) or until we accurately quote the London Gazette or the court announcement that a Bankruptcy Order has been made.
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Q. 2

If a court grants bail it means the defendant is at liberty until the next hearing. Conditions such as reporting to the police or a curfew may be imposed.  If there’s no bail the person is held in custody. A surety is a person who guarantees that he/she will turn up at that hearing – they will forfeit a fixed sum of money if not. They are usually a friend or relative.

Q.3

If this was a fair, accurate and contemporaneous report of a court hearing in public then it has absolute privilege. But the headline word “dodging” implies dishonesty when he might have just forgotten it. Another headline might be: “Councillor fined for TV licence offence”.

Q.5

As this is a youth court, the girl’s identity is protected by the Children and Young Persons Act 1933, Section 49. We should therefore not use the uncle’s name, the fact that she is youngest of 8 children or the name of the village.

Q.10

Under The Sexual Offences Act 2005 (?) it’s an offence to identify a rape victim in their lifetime. In the lead story about the crash the woman can be identified as the crash victim provided no mention is made of the rape case. In the court story, we can report the adjournment but cannot say the reason as a reader of both stories would immediately be able to ID her as a rape victim. The PCC Code says even if the law permits it no victim of sex assault should be ID’d without adequate justification.

